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What is craft? How is it different from fine art or design? In A Theory of Craft, Howard Risatti examines
these issues by comparing handmade ceramics, glass, metalwork, weaving, and furniture to painting,
sculpture, photography, and machine-made design from Bauhaus to the Memphis Group. He describes craft's
unique qualities as functionality combined with an ability to express human values that transcend temporal,
spatial, and social boundaries. Modern design today has taken over from craft the making of functional
objects of daily use by employing machines to do work once done by hand. Understanding the aesthetic and
social implications of this transformation forces us to see craft as well as design and fine art in a new
perspective, Risatti argues. Without a way of understanding and valuing craft on its own terms, the field
languishes aesthetically, being judged by fine art criteria that automatically deny art status to craft objects.
Craft must articulate a role for itself in contemporary society, says Risatti; otherwise it will be absorbed by
fine art or design and its singular approach to understanding the world will be lost. A Theory of Craft is a
signal contribution to establishing a craft theory that recognizes, defines, and celebrates the unique blend of
function and human aesthetic values embodied in the craft object.
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From reader reviews:

Louise Rosenbaum:

The book A Theory of Craft: Function and Aesthetic Expression make you feel enjoy for your spare time.
You can use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can being your best friend when you
getting anxiety or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading through a book A Theory
of Craft: Function and Aesthetic Expression to become your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add
your current capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You can know everything if you
like wide open and read a publication A Theory of Craft: Function and Aesthetic Expression. Kinds of book
are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about
this guide?

Corey Mullen:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like A Theory of Craft: Function and
Aesthetic Expression which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.

Pamelia Thompson:

Reserve is one of source of know-how. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen will need book to know the update information of year to help year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. With
the book A Theory of Craft: Function and Aesthetic Expression we can acquire more advantage. Don't
someone to be creative people? To become creative person must love to read a book. Just choose the best
book that acceptable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with this book A Theory of Craft:
Function and Aesthetic Expression. You can more desirable than now.

Tara Payton:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a publication. They are directly felt it when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose typically the book A Theory of Craft: Function and
Aesthetic Expression to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading skill is
developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle
the idea about book and reading through especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to wide open a
book and examine it. Beside that the publication A Theory of Craft: Function and Aesthetic Expression can
to be your friend when you're sense alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of these time.
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