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Japan's Imperial line is thought to be the oldest in the world, and its associations with poetry can be traced
back to its very beginnings. For centuries the Japanese court has patronized the poetic art and participated in
the composition of the traditional native verse form known as the waka. The great Imperial poetry
anthologies of earlier centuries defined the standards of excellence in Japanese poetry, featuring the
contributions of the most gifted Japanese poets, among them many Emperors and Empresses as well as other
members of the Imperial family. Emperor Akihito and Empress Michiko inherit this remarkable legacy and
have preserved it with personal enthusiasm and literary mastery. Tomoshibi, which may be translated as
"Light", is a collection of their verse, published in Japanese in 1986 and appearing here for the first time in
English. As Crown Prince and Princess before their enthronement in 1990, the Emperor and Empress
traveled extensively as ambassadors of good will for the Japanese people. Many of the 306 poems collected
here were composed during their travels and reflect foreign climes and scenes in a fascinating manner. Other
poems were composed for the annual New Year's Poetry Reading, and still others were composed to mark
special events in the Japanese calendar or to record recollections of remarkable people. Painstakingly
translated and annotated, the poems in Tomoshibi are indeed illuminating, revealing not only the depth and
resonance of the Japanese poetic tradition but also of the characters and sensibilities of the Emperor and
Empress with the immediacy that is poetry's special gift. "It is our hope," writes one of the editors of the
collection, "that this English translation may lead to a better understanding of the Emperor and Empress, as
also of Japan and its people. For it is their cultural traditions that, reflected in the literary activities of the
Imperial family, reveal Japan as a land where beauty of spirit is expressed in song."
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Stamper:

The book Tomoshibi Light: Collected Poetry by Emperor Akihito and Empress Michiko make you feel enjoy
for your spare time. You may use to make your capable more increase. Book can to be your best friend when
you getting tension or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading through a book
Tomoshibi Light: Collected Poetry by Emperor Akihito and Empress Michiko to be your habit, you can get
far more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects.
You may know everything if you like open up and read a reserve Tomoshibi Light: Collected Poetry by
Emperor Akihito and Empress Michiko. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or
encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Lea Wheeler:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
kind of aren't like that. This Tomoshibi Light: Collected Poetry by Emperor Akihito and Empress Michiko
book is readable by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for
enjoyable reading through experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to provide
to you. The writer involving Tomoshibi Light: Collected Poetry by Emperor Akihito and Empress Michiko
content conveys the thought easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different
in the content material but it just different as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Tomoshibi Light: Collected
Poetry by Emperor Akihito and Empress Michiko is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Carol Shull:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the time or they will get great deal of
stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely sure.
People is human not really a huge robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity have you got when the
spare time coming to a person of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading guides. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, often the book you have read is
usually Tomoshibi Light: Collected Poetry by Emperor Akihito and Empress Michiko.

Jesse Mansell:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Tomoshibi Light: Collected
Poetry by Emperor Akihito and Empress Michiko, you could enjoy both. It is very good combination right,
you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout fellas. What? Still
don't obtain it, oh come on its named reading friends.
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