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In this study Dominick LaCapra addresses the ongoing concern with the application of theory - namely that
of literary studies and linguistics - to contemporary historical research and analysis. History and Reading is
an attempt to address the concerns of those scholars who either resist theoretical discussions or disavow the
use of interdisciplinary study.

LaCapra begins with an extensive discussion of the problem of reading and interpretation as it relates to the
understanding of history. The focus then moves to two classic texts that serve as case studies: Alexis de
Tocqueville's "Old RTgime and the French Revolution" and Michel Foucault's "Folie et dTraison: Histoire
de la folie + l'+ge classique" (partially translated into English as "Madness and Civilization"). In the final
chapter, LaCapra deals with the problem of rethinking and reconfiguring French studies, suggesting how this
discipline could itself profit from the theoretical innovations for which it has been so important a conduit in
the last few decades.

LaCapra offers sensitive readings of Tocqueville and Foucault, authors who present vastly different narrative
strategies and modes of analysis. Looking at these and other theorists whose work addresses the writing and
understanding of history, he considers how their distinctive textual practices have transformed standard
modes of interpretation and analysis.

A distinguished and widely respected European historian, LaCapra offers a sophisticated consideration of
how to combine textual analysis with traditional historical practices, and shows how this practice can be
brought to bear on French studies and help to shape its future directions.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Qualls:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each publication has different aim as well as goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They
may be reading whatever they have because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person
who don't like reading through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult
problem or exercise. Well, probably you will want this History and Reading: Tocqueville, Foucault, French
Studies.

Michael Trumbo:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information currently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider any time those information which is in the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you obtain
the unstable resource then you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for
you. All of those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take History and Reading: Tocqueville,
Foucault, French Studies as the daily resource information.

Keith Cochran:

The particular book History and Reading: Tocqueville, Foucault, French Studies will bring that you the new
experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. When you try to
find new book to see, this book very acceptable to you. The book History and Reading: Tocqueville,
Foucault, French Studies is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from your official
web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Gary Jensen:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition details. Even you love History and Reading: Tocqueville, Foucault,
French Studies, it is possible to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still need to miss it? What
kind of hang type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its
identified as reading friends.
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