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In this rich, imaginative survey of variety musical theater, Gillian M. Rodger masterfully chronicles the
social history and class dynamics of the robust, nineteenth-century American theatrical phenomenon that
gave way to twentieth-century entertainment forms such as vaudeville and comedy on radio and television.
Fresh, bawdy, and unabashedly aimed at the working class, variety honed in on its audience's fascinations,
emerging in the 1840s as a vehicle to accentuate class divisions and stoke curiosity about gender and
sexuality. Cross-dressing acts were a regular feature of these entertainments, and Rodger profiles key male
impersonators Annie Hindle and Ella Wesner while examining how both gender and sexuality gave shape to
variety. By the last two decades of the nineteenth century, variety theater developed into a platform for ideas
about race and whiteness.

As some in the working class moved up into the middling classes, they took their affinity for variety with
them, transforming and broadening middle-class values. Champagne Charlie and Pretty Jemima places the
saloon keepers, managers, male impersonators, minstrels, acrobats, singers, and dancers of the variety era
within economic and social contexts by examining the business models of variety shows and their primarily
white, working-class urban audiences. Rodger traces the transformation of variety from sexualized
entertainment to more family-friendly fare, a domestication that mirrored efforts to regulate the industry, as
well as the adoption of aspects of middle-class culture and values by the shows' performers, managers, and
consumers.
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From reader reviews:

Jose Callender:

The book Champagne Charlie and Pretty Jemima: Variety Theater in the Nineteenth Century (Music in
American Life) make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable far more
increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem using your subject.
If you can make studying a book Champagne Charlie and Pretty Jemima: Variety Theater in the Nineteenth
Century (Music in American Life) to be your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your current
capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You can know everything if you like start and
read a e-book Champagne Charlie and Pretty Jemima: Variety Theater in the Nineteenth Century (Music in
American Life). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or others. So , how
do you think about this publication?

Billy Anderson:

This Champagne Charlie and Pretty Jemima: Variety Theater in the Nineteenth Century (Music in American
Life) are usually reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The main reason of
this Champagne Charlie and Pretty Jemima: Variety Theater in the Nineteenth Century (Music in American
Life) can be one of the great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple looking at food
but feed a person with information that maybe will shock your prior knowledge. This book is handy, you can
bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Champagne
Charlie and Pretty Jemima: Variety Theater in the Nineteenth Century (Music in American Life) giving you
an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we know it
useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Jacqueline Thompson:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get great
deal of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading guides. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the book you have read is
Champagne Charlie and Pretty Jemima: Variety Theater in the Nineteenth Century (Music in American
Life).

Oscar Barr:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source that filled update of news. In this modern
era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social similar to
newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your



knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just trying to
find the Champagne Charlie and Pretty Jemima: Variety Theater in the Nineteenth Century (Music in
American Life) when you required it?
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