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“John E. Schwarz and Thomas J. Volgy have joined forces to produce an incisive analysis of the
nation’s economic problems, illustrated their book with real people, and linked their material to the
political process. This is a major contribution to the most important debate taking place in America.
?Thomas B. Edsall

Does the American Dream still exist when nearly 30 million Americans live in families in which workers
find a paycheck and poverty in the same envelope? Just as Michael Harrington's The Other America shocked
the nation with its disclosure of poverty in the 1960s, John E. Schwarz and Thomas J. Volgy's The Forgotten
Americans exposes the breadth of poverty that exists today among responsible, hardworking Americans. At
the end of the prosperous 1980s, the number of Americans living in working-poor families equaled the
combined populations of the nation's 25 largest cities. Contrary to conventional wisdom, this situation is not
largely confined to minorities, women, the undereducated or young adults. It is commonplace for workers
from nearly all segments of society to be employed in low-paying jobs even during good economic times.
The Forgotten Americans reveals the betrayal of the hopes and expectations of these industrious people
through broad-based factual evidence and the real-life stories of individual families. Their hardship has been
ignored at enormous cost to them and the country. Numerous problems at the forefront of national
debate?welfare dependency, crime, and the inadequate performance of many American school children?are
closely connected to the existence of working poverty on a large scale. Unless corrective action is taken, the
country risks the creation of a deeply fractured society arising from the despair of millions of employed
people who have discovered that practicing the work ethic yields little reward. The problem is staggering and
often misunderstood by politicians, the media, and the public. Once Schwarz and Volgy have outlined the
implications of this social and economic tragedy, they propose effective solutions that require simple
changes to existing policies?solutions that are politically feasible and can be accomplished without new
taxes.
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From reader reviews:

Tim Simmons:

The book The Forgotten Americans can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. So why must we leave the great thing like a book The Forgotten Americans? Some of
you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that will book can give many info for us. It is
absolutely right. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that,
you are able to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book The Forgotten Americans has
simple shape however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can seem the enormous world
by available and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Thomas Bedwell:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their story or their
experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about the data about something
that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or daughters, there
are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some study before they write to their book. One of them is this The
Forgotten Americans.

Alfred Wolff:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving The Forgotten Americans that
give your entertainment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading practice all over
the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world much better then how they react in the
direction of the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading routine only for the geeky individual but for
all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to start reading as your good
habit, you can pick The Forgotten Americans become your starter.

Albert Guerra:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Forgotten Americans can be the
reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are so out of date, spending your free time by reading in
this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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